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the Vieux Cordelier appeared; on tlie loth tlie second, on the 15th the rnoro famous third. Desmoulins hammered into what he believed to bo the rifted stuff of the Terror the phrases of Tacitus like wedges. It "was not only the terrible irony of his pen nor the climax of his genius spurred on to its highest just on the edge of his doom; it was also the return of humanity that lent his efforts so much power.
Desenno's shop became the centre of whatever was read and debated. The Vieux Cordelier was caught up from the presses by crowds that filled the streets, it passed by thousands into all hands; became a common cry throughout the capital.
"Women ran through the hall of the Convention demanding the liberation of their sons, and Camille's whole programme scorned to have gained the city: a " Committee of Clemency " was demanded. Everything prepared the reaction: all that Christmas was a noel of victories. It was known in one wook that the Republic was saved; in one wook between Christmas Eve and the New Year Paris heard of the Vondoans crushed at Savonay, of the forcing of the lines of Wissembourg, of I/andau relieved, of the enemy passing back home over tlie Rhino.
Dosmoulins in the first four numbers of his pamphlet had taken for granted that Robespierre would defend the same cause. On the 7th of January, however, something had passed in the Committee. What it was will never bo known, but Robespierre appearing at the Jacobins disclaimed the cause of pity. All his now power compelled him to the retractation; ho romomborod how the generals turned to him,1 behind the back of the
1 There Is to be soon at the archives a curious little pocket-book, in the first seventeen pages of which llobo.Hpiorro has made his private noto.s on policy. Among these one may find Unit lie had down the names of the generals, him proposal for their disposition, and his judgment upon their at this moment meant  tho
